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Question 1 

The Housing and Development Board (HDB) was set up as the sole agency in charge of 

public housing.  This enabled more effective resource planning and allocation to 

achieve economies of scale.  It adopted a total approach to housing.   

 

a. How is economies of scale achieved in HDB flats? 

(8 marks) 

 

b. Discuss what ‘a total approach to housing’ entails for HDB flats, and the advantages 

and disadvantages of having a total approach. 

(12 marks) 

 

c. In recent years, the HDB sometimes did not adopt a ‘total approach to housing’.  

Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of not adopting the ‘total approach’. 

 (5 marks) 

 

 

Question 2 

The Singapore government’s strategic intent is to promote home ownership.  It supplies 

Housing and Development Board (HDB) flats to residents when there is a demand, 

through the Build-to-order scheme. 

 

a. Discuss the advantages of home ownership. 

(8 marks) 

 

b. Discuss the advantages of renting as opposed to home ownership.  

(7 marks) 

 

c. The government is considering building more HDB flats than is demanded.  Discuss 

the advantages and disadvantages of this move. 

 (10 marks) 

  

 

Question 3 

National Development Minister Khaw Boon Wan said that it is very difficult to match 

supply of public flats perfectly to demand.  He had ordered the Housing and 

Development Board (HDB) to build over 50,000 new flats in two years (2012 – 2013) 

and acknowledged that there is a risk of a supply glut in future. 

 

a. Discuss the determinants of supply and demand of public flats, and explain why is it 

difficult to match supply of public flats perfectly to demand. 

(20 marks) 

b. Why is there a risk of a supply glut in future? 

(5 marks) 
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Question 4 

Social sustainability is one of the three pillars of sustainable development.  Answer the 

questions below in the context of social sustainability in developing the built 

environment. 

 

a. Discuss the roles that the Urban Redevelopment Authority (URA), Building and 

Construction Authority (BCA) and Ministry of Manpower (MOM) play in helping 

Singapore’s built environment and/or construction industry achieve social 

sustainability. 

(13 marks) 

 

b. Evaluate the effectiveness of the measures adopted by the Housing and 

Development Board (HDB) to achieve social sustainability. 

(12 marks) 

 

 

Question 5 

The Chief Executive Officer of the Building and Construction Authority (BCA) Dr John 

Keung said in an interview with the Business Times that the supply of foreign workers 

will dry up in the longer term, and it is better to take action now rather than later.  He 

also said that the adoption of prefabrication technology is a key way to boost 

productivity. 

 

a. Why will the supply of foreign workers dry up in the longer term? 

(3 marks) 

 

b. If the supply of foreign workers dries up, why is it not feasible to have an all-local 

workforce in the construction industry? 

(3 marks) 

 

c. The Multi-Skilling Scheme, which aims to create tradesmen who are competent in 

multiple construction trades and are able to carry out more than one type of work on 

site, was introduced in March 2012.  How does this scheme help contractors and 

workers? 

(5 marks) 

 

d. How does prefabrication technology help in boosting construction productivity? 

 

(10 marks) 

 

e. Why is it that very few private sector projects adopt prefabrication? 

(4 marks) 
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