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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES 
 
 
1. Please write your student number only.  Do not write your name. 
 
2. This assessment paper contains TWO (2) questions and comprises THREE (3) 

printed pages.  Each question counts for 50% of your exam grade so spend 
equal time on each question. 

 
3. Answer both questions. 
 
4. Please start each question on a new page. 
 
5. This is an OPEN BOOK assessment.  Students are allowed to bring in all 

materials, books, lecture notes, etc.  Students are not allowed to bring in 
computer notebooks, iPads or any electronic devices unless otherwise permitted 
and specified by the examiner/module co-ordinator.* 
 
*Note: Students must not communicate with other persons through these 
permitted electronic devices during the assessments.  They are liable to 
disciplinary action if they breach this rule. 
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Answer both questions (1 and 2). 
 
For both questions, briefly cite your sources in the following manner: 
Readings: (author (or title), page number), e.g. (Fong, 12) 
Lecture (simple title), e.g. (Missions) 
Video (simple title), e.g. (Grandmaster) 
For any other sources, please make sure the source is clear to your reader. 
 
 
1. You are a world famous professor of East Asian Textual Studies at the National 

University of Singapore in 2035.  An enthusiastic but perhaps naive prospective 
graduate student submits an application to work with you.  Her proposed topic is 
“Ms. Yang (also known as Yang Guifei, Yôkihi) actually did die in Japan.”  She 
argues that the presence of Ms. Yang’s grave in Kyushu (Japan) as well as her 
appearance in many different Japanese texts are proof of her thesis. 
 
 
Please write a letter to the prospective student telling her: 
 
A. Whether you accept or reject her application to work with you 
 
B. And supply her with two to three pages of reasons for either accepting or 

rejecting her application.  You may find it helpful to explain basic concepts 
of cultural borrowing to her as well as give her specific pointers about Ms. 
Yang and Japan.  Be sure to supply her with concrete reasons taken from 
lectures, readings, movies, and other things you studied in GEK2042 in 
2014. 

 
 

2. Read the following passage from the course packet: 
 
“In the realm of culture, outsideness is a most powerful factor in understanding.  
It is only in the eyes of another culture that foreign culture reveals itself fully and 
profoundly (but not maximally fully, because there will be cultures that see and 
understand even more).  A meaning only reveals its depths once it has 
encountered and come into contact with another, foreign meaning: they engage in 
a kind of dialogue, which surmounts the closedness and one-sidedness of these 
particular meanings, these cultures.  We raise new questions for a foreign culture, 
ones that it did not raise itself; we seek answers to our own questions in it; and 
the foreign culture responds to us by revealing to us its new aspects and new 
semantic depths.  Without one's own questions one cannot creatively understand 
anything other or foreign (but, of course, the questions must be serious and 
sincere).  Such a dialogic encounter of two cultures does not result in merging or 
mixing.  Each retains its own unity and open totality, but they are mutually 
enriched.” 
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Is this approach to cultural interaction valid for East Asia before May 4th, 1919?  
Use concrete examples from the lectures, readings, videos, and any other 
experience of cultural borrowing that you have to argue for or against the thesis 
of the passage. 

 
 
 

END OF PAPER 
 


