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Answer ALL questions 
 
Question 1 (50 marks) 
 
Naipotu is today a large modern city grown from a small fishing village many hundred years ago. 
Due to its strategic location, it has become a transport hub for the region.  Many towns and 
villages in the region depend on the Naipotu’s air and sea ports for exporting largely agricultural 
produce and importing goods for production and consumption.  Owing to its thriving economy 
brought about by booming trade and commerce, many people from other parts of the region 
migrate to Naipotu in search of jobs which are abundant here.  As a result, the city population has 
been growing by large numbers. A peculiar population structure has emerged in that there are 
now more migrants than indigenous residents. 
 
The Mayor of Naipotu has been in power for a long time, largely due to his skilled management of 
the economy and the city’s urban development.  Housing, largely built, sold and managed by the 
City Council, is hardly in shortage, although prices have been creeping up largely due to the 
growing affluence of the city population.  Transportation network is in good condition with only 
minor congestions during peak hours.  Urban amenities seem to be lagging behind the population 
growth, though people seem rather contented for now.  An encouraging development recently is 
the set-up of the first-ever university in Naipotu.  This augurs well for the future of the city as its 
population will be able to receive tertiary education here and add to the increasingly-educated 
workforce. 
 
The Mayor has engaged you as an urban planning advisor.  He told you that urban planning is not 
just about solving current problems, but also to anticipate the future so that solutions can be 
prepared to pre-empt future problems.  But the future is fraught with uncertainty and he wondered 
how he could deal with that.  He also said that the bureaucratic paternalism in urban planning he 
has embraced still works fine today, though his critics have called for more pluralism. 
 
The Mayor has asked you to advise him what form, model and approach of urban planning should 
he adopt going forward, and what could be the future issues and problems of Naipotu and how he 
should plan to pre-empt them.  You are required to write an essay to address the Mayor’s 
concerns, in preparation for the next meeting with him. 
 
 
Question 2 (50 marks)  

 
Discuss the following statements.  Support your arguments with appropriate examples.   
  
(a) The New Towns in Singapore and in fact, the entire modern Singapore, seem to have 

been designed and built with the ideals espoused by renowned urban thinkers such as 
Ebenezer Howard, Le Corbusier and the like. It seems that many of their great urban 
planning ideas have been forced-fitted into Singapore, sometimes side by side, without 
local adaptations.  This has resulted in an urban environment that is full of paradox and 
contradictions and is detrimental to our way of life. 

                  (30 marks) 
 
 
(b) There are many arguments for and against urban planning.  In Singapore, the need to 

plan our city painstakingly is well justified by the economic arguments in today’s context.
     

                 (20 marks) 
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